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Why calculate international EBV’s for beef? 

 Buy – Nordic beef breed populations are 

limited > need to get genetic material from 

abroad that fit breeding goal 

 Sell – possibility to be exposed 

 More accurate EBV’s for domestic animals 

with foreign ancestors 

 

Interbeef is that posibility! 

- but it is not easy 



17. december 2014 3...| 

My initial vision from a Danish perspective 

 Skip national evaluation – replace by 

Interbeef 

 Get the benefits mentioned previously 

 

Constant resources for genetic evaluation 

– is probably not the case! 
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Timeline for Interbeef 

Start in 2008 

Initial work – many obstacles! 

Common international pedigree – cleaning 

national pedigree 

Only CHA and LIM 

One trait - weaning weight 

Method development  

French and Irish group finished development 

work in 2010 

Promising results but no functional system 
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Timeline for Interbeef 

Jumpstart in 2012 

Research work: Genetic correlations and new 

traits 

Expected routine evaluation for weaning 

weight in late 2013 - only for LIM and CHA 
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Challenges for Interbeef 

Weak links between countries > hard to 

estimate reliable genetic correlations 

Slow rate of development 

Funding is critical in relation to population 

size 

 



17. december 2014 14...| 

Links between countries - Limousine 
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Positive development for Interbeef 

More countries participation 

Many research partners funding and doing 

research 

First traits is soon to be published 
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Challenges for Nordic countries 

Proposed fee structure today: 21.000 euro 

yearly from DK, SE, FI, NO – not acceptable! 

We propose to merge to one country 

Assume Rg of one (one for dairy today) 

Need for harmonization – requires work 

Funding reduced to 11.000 euro 

How to use EBV’s from Interbeef? 
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What do you want? 
- with the present limitations 

Interbeef for all traits and breeds 

Time schedule is uncertain 

What about small breeds? 

Nordic evaluation 

What are benefits? 

Large investment 

National evaluations 
 

What do we want and how much will we invest? 
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Nordic genetic evaluation 

Common Nordic: 

 Pedigree file 

 Data files with records – standardization needed? 

 Genetic parameters 

 Evaluation model – harmonization needed 

 Trait definition – harmonization needed? 
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Nordic genetic evaluation 
- prerequisite 

 

 Willingness to abandon national evaluation – 

compromise! 

Financial resources and manpower 


